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tions. The princess Elizabeth remained the cHef part of the
autumn at Greenwich with her sister, and shared all her ritual
observances. For a few afternoons, the queen straggled to pay the
attention to business as she had formerly done, but her health gave
way again in the attempt, and she was seen no more at council.

The year 1556 was marked with persecution, insurrection, and
famine: the martyrdoms of Cranmer, Latimer, and Bidley took
place in the spring, under the act the cruel English parliament of
1554 had passed. Two other parliaments had duly sat, but the
dreadful legislation remained without repeal, under the executive
power of Gardiner and Bonner, who, among other writings, con-
demned the queen's translation of St. John to the flames. The
utter paucity of all intelligence concerning the residence and
movements of Mary, and her total absence from council, leads to
the conclusion that she was again on a sick bed. She made no
progresses in the summer; indeed, such movements were impos-
sible in her desperate state of health, for, when she attempted
them in her father's reign, she was usually carried home ill in a
litter. Her affectionate maid of honour, Jane Dormer, who
married a Spanish grandee, the conde di Feria, affirms, in her
memoirs, that her royal mistress when convalescent in the summer,
retired to the palace at Croydon, which had been a dower resi-
dence of her mother, Katharine of AiTagon. Here her sole
amusement was walking, plainly dressed, with her ladies, and enter-
ing the cottages of the poor, and, unknown to them, relieving their
wants. She likewise chose those of their children who appeared
promising, for the benefits of education. Queen Mary ret-urned
the frequent visits her sister had made her by a short progress to
Hatfield. Here the next morning she was entertained by Elizabeth
with a grand exhibition of bear-baiting. To do Mary justice, this
is the only instance recorded of her presence and satisfaction at
any exhibition of cruelty. The evening recreations of Hatfield, it
may be considered, were more to the taste of the musical queen,
for they consisted of concerts. The queen soon after expressed
her approbation of the conduct of Elizabeth, regarding the king
ol Sweden's proposal of her marriage with his heir. She sent for
sir Thomas Pope, her sister's castellan, and, after declaring her
approval of Elizabeth's reference to herself respecting the Swedish
offer, requested him to learn her sister's real sentiments, as to
whether her constant refusal of suitors proceeded from any
objection to the married state in general. The return of queen
Mary's truant spouse was announced to her by an avGnt-cwvrrier,
whom she had recently reprieved from sentence of death for
treason, and released from the Tower, the same Bobert Dudley